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PASTORS ARE PEOPLE WHO GRIEVE

Throughout my years in ministry, I've become intimately familiar with the subject of
grief. | studied the grief process in seminary pastoral care classes. I've walked with
countless numbers of grieving families. | have even taught seminars on the subject.
Nevertheless, over the last several weeks I've come to better understand what a
lengthy and complicated process grief can be.

Hardy Clemons, Pastor Emeritus of First Baptist Church, Greenville, South
Carolina, in his book Saying Hello to Your Life after Grief, reminds us that grief can
manifest itself in multiple forms. They may include divorce, loss of a job, moving
away, someone leaving home, a disappointing child, loss of aim or identity, a birth
defect, surgery or illness, rupture of a friendship, loss of a dream or opportunity, or
a violation of one’s self or one’s loved one. Clemons states that “any and all loss
causes grief—the more serious the loss, the more painful the grief.” Heartache,
pain, and grief are not pleasant things to talk about and certainly not easy to live
through, yet they are a natural part of our human experience. For me, it was a new
ministry exercise to conduct the funerals of my wonderful mother-in-law and
precious, little niece. | would be less than honest with you if | did not confess that
these were deeply painful experiences that have caused me to become weary and
bereft. As English poet Alfred, Lord Tennyson wrote, grief has “no language but a
cry.”

However, a particularly helpful chapter for me from Clemons book is entitled
“Pastors Are People Who Grieve.” In it, he stresses the need for ministers to take
time to grieve and not always feel they must “be strong” for everyone else. | am
grateful for your understanding and the time you granted me to be with my family. |
am most thankful that we have not had to walk this path alone. Cindy, Blake, Lottie,
and | are so very grateful to our church family for the tremendous outpouring of
love, prayers, and kind remembrances. Over the past several weeks, hardly a day
has passed that we have not received a beautiful card or heartfelt note. You have
certainly ministered to us.

People often ask, “How are you doing?” or “How is your family?” Thank you for your
genuine concern. We are grateful for your love and support as we manage life with
its new sense of “normal.” Yes, we all grieve, but | thank God for allowing me to be
a part of this loving family in which we share and bear one another’s burdens and
thereby fulfill the law of Christ.




UPCOMING SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, MAY' 4
9:30 a.m. — Opening Assembly for Senior Adults
9:45 a.m. — Sunday School
10:45 a.m. — Deacons’ Prayer Time (Parlor)
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service / Extended Session
12:15 p.m. — Youth Serve Lunch for Senior Adults
12:15 p.m. — Singles’ Lunch With a Bunch
5:30 p.m. — Praise Team
6:00 p.m. — Last Youth Blast: Party at Fiahburn P
(6to 8 p.m.)
6:30 p.m. — Adult Handbells

MONDAY, MAY 5
10:00 a.m. — Grand-N-Glory Choir/Lunch at ®®ed Lobs
(last one until September)
7:00 p.m. — Deacons’ Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7

5:30 p.m. — Dinner (meat loaf with sweetaticaugreen
beans, mashed potatoes, salad bar, rolls, desse
by Peggy Rogers & Team)

6:15 p.m. — Children’s Music

6:15 p.m. — D.I.P. Classes

6:15 p.m. — Youth WAW

7:30 p.m. — Adult Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, MA¥ 8
6:30 p.m. — Mother/Daughter Banquet

FRIDAY, MAY'9
9:00 p.m. — RVMTA
12:00 p.m. — PHILO
Deacon Retreat
Wedding Rehearsal (Stacye Remington & Whit Seay)

SATURDAY, MAYM0
Wedding (Remington & Seay)

THOSE SERVING

SUNDAY, MAY 4™

Deacons of the WedBet Black & Perry Manning
Connections Team GreeterBaul Shepherd, Denise Updike, Loug
Pagans, Tom Stover, Becky Davis, Thelma Meredith

PLEASE NOTE: The Finance Committee meeting
for June has been moved up to Monday, June 16™,
instead of June 9™.

“Thank you, Church Family,
for all the calls, visits, cards,
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and passing. | know you're
always there when | have a
special need. God has so richly blessed me. —eWan
Droste”

“I would like to express to the many church memlmays
sincere thanks and appreciation for all of the sall
cards, and words of encouragement during my recent
hospitalization and subsequent recovery periodJehn
Vaughan”

“I would like to thank my church family for the tsl
cards, and prayers during my recent surgery and
recuperation. | appreciate all of you so very much-
Frank Dodge”

OUR DISCIPLESHIP &
SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES

Rev. Charlie Krause
Minister of Discipleship & Sr. Adults
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Extended Session WorkerKaren Griffith, Sara Shuler (Babies); Payl &

Kathy Shepherd (Ones & Twos); Wilma BlackbuRodpand
(Threes & Fours); Jessica Morgan (Team Leader)

Ushers: Claude Kersey, George Tice, Bill Tanner, Mag, \Bitkl
Nelson, Jeff Hart

May CommuniorBill Bateman, Brad Brewer, Lee Ann Brownlee, Jq
Childress, Paul Childress, Larry Dowdy, Susaald;it2gt
Hodges, Buck Hutton, Perry Manning, Mary Jb Jititche
Rood, Lorraine Smyth, Susan Wadsworth

LOST: We have lost the archway that has always
been used in the Mother-Daughter Banquet. If
anyone knows where it is, please contact Vicki in
the Church Office.

An

" HS H%& S (&

") & "($&S$ &M S *U o+ '$,
A "H$IS0"( %, 112  19%6#
0$ )11 & "&I"" $)11

3. %! % | $4 2 #$ %HS% )$0"
HS$E& "&"$14& ")) $)$"H% 5 o
# (S #$ 0%  "&% $ & $" $5 #
('! 6)55 7_(#$l $4  $5 10
Lot o 45 ( #$
WHS% " U1 %O # ) ($5



LIBRARY NEWS

Our Library has some new family

entertainment DVDs for you to

check out. For young children, we

have the Veggie Tales, Jonah,

along with other titles. For teens
and adults, the movie, ELYWHEEL, by Sherwood
Pictures, is one of the best written stories you will see in
a movie about a man named Jay Austin who owns and
operates a used car lot in Albany, Georgia. This two
hour drama presents a professing Christian who lies,
manipulates, and is out to make a buck any way he can.
The question is, will he take the road to redemption?
Although a low budget production, this is a first class
message all the way! Our Library is open before and
after Sunday School and on Wednesday nights from
6:00-8:00 p.m.
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CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY

Rev. Melanie Storie
Minister of Childhood Education

WEE STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Julian Shellnut is three years old and loves to eat
spaghetti! His favorite color is blue. At preschool and at
home, his favorite thing to do is play with trains. When
Julian grows up, he wants to be Diego! Please pray for
Julian as he continues to learn and grow!

JUNE 16™-19": SURVIVOR CAMP AT
EAGLE EYRIE

... with Rosalind Hills and Virginia Heights Baptist
Churches (2"-6" grade). $80 total, $40 deposit due
NOW! Look for permission forms in your mailbox soon!
Don’t miss out on this fun camp experience. Invite a
friend!

BRING ITEMS TO HELP LOCAL SCHOOL
CHILDREN!

Bring one of the following individually packaged items to
help build our snacks supplies for the Pack-a-Snack
program. Forty-five children are being helped!
Raisins, pudding, applesauce, Goldfish, fruit
cups, gummy snacks, peanut butter crackers,
Granola bars, or other snacks kids like!
Place the items outside of Melanie’s office. Please help
make a difference in the lives of children in need!

SALVATION SEMINAR:
WEDNESDAY, MAY 28"

Many parents, grandparents, and teachers have asked
me about doing a seminar on talking to children about
becoming a Christian — when is the right time and how
to approach the topic. How do you know when your
child is ready to become a Christian? | can't think of a
better “last work” here on my part than to offer an
opportunity for anyone who is interested to come out to a
Salvation Seminar on Wednesday, May 28" at
6:30 p.m. Please sign up for this event with me by
May 25™.

SIGN UP TO BE ON THE CHILDREN'’S
TEAM FOR THE 5K RACE!

OUR ACTIVITIES & YOUTH MINISTRIES

Rev. Matthew Storie
Minister of Youth & Activities

UPCOMING YOUTH SCHEDULE
April 30" — WAW — James Bible Study
May 4™ — Youth Serve Lunch for our Senior Adults
Last Youth Blast at Fishburn Park 6-8 p.m.
(great food, Frisbee golf, youth group games,
and more)
May 7" — WAW — James Bible Study
May 14" — WAW — James Bible Study
May 17" — Grandin Court Road and Trail Challenge
(WE NEED VOLUNTEERS - all monies raised

go to support your summer mission project)

May 21 — Church wide picnic!



Hey YOUth,

A quick reminder for a way you can show how
much you appreciate our Senior Adults — help serve
them lunch on Senior Adult Day, May 4", Right after our
11 a.m. worship service, you will be able to work on your
waiter and waitress skills as we treat our seniors to
lunch. They love and support you in so many ways as a
part of our church; | know you will want to return the
favor. | look forward to seeing your awesome food
service skills. We may even have a contest for the most
tea served, plates of food cleaned, and least spills made.
Winners get a free chicken leg!

— Matt

HEY YOU, WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Here are volunteer opportunities for you to help with our
Grandin Court Road and Trail Challenge 5K. This great
event is not possible without your help. For your service,
you will receive a race t-shirt, free food, free water, and
free use of our restroom facilities.

Pass out race flyers to businesses such as the Y and
the RAC (anytime up until Race Day)

Pick up door prizes , there is a letter outside Matt and
Mel’s offices if you need one explaining what the prize is
for (anytime up until Race Day)

Course Trail Cleanup (bring weed eaters and rakes)
We will meet at the PH track. Contact Matt if you can
help (Saturday, May 10", at 9 a.m.).

Stuff Packets — Thursday, May 15", at 7 p.m.

Pass Out Race Packets — Friday, May 16", from 6 to
7:30 p.m.

Please give David Topping or Matt Storie a call if you
have any questions. Again, thanks for your help, hope
to see you on the 17"

OUR MUSIC MINISTRY

Rev. Melissa Fox
Minister of Music & Worship Arts

SPECIAL SERVICES MONTH

Each week in May we will be recognizing special people
and events in our congregation. We encourage you to
attend these services and celebrate the blessings of one
another.

Please Note: We will not have a 9:00 a.m.

worship service during the month of May.

May 4™ — Sr. Adult Sunday

Featuring our wonderful Grand-n-Glory Choir,
testimonies, and our Female Senior Adult of the Year
presentation

May 11™ — Mother's Day, Baby Dedication Day, and
Pentecost Sunday

Featuring our newest babies to “ooh and ah”
over, and a celebration of the Holy Spirit

May 18" — Dr. Kevin Day

Featuring our very own “Dr. Meadows” and
guest preacher, Dr. Tom Stocks. Join us for a reception
at 9 a.m. to express your appreciation for our great
Pastor

May 25" — M&M Day

Featuring Grandin Court’s newest missionaries:
Matt, Melanie, and the boys...doesn’t that sound like a
rock band? Join us for a reception in honor of the Stories
at9 a.m.

Don’t miss this opportunity to gather as one body to
celebrate the great things happening at GCBC! Our
Connections Service will resume in June with exciting
new music and ways to help you connect with God
afresh. In the meantime, these May services are an
excellent opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors
to experience God at Grandin Court Baptist.



BEGINNING MUSIC CLASSES START IN JUNE

For anyone who would like to learn how to read music, there will be four classes offered
in June beginning on the first Wednesday night at 6:30. Classes will last for 45 minutes
and we will cover basic music reading skills, plus basic handbell techniques. More
information and necessary materials will be forthcoming. A sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board outside Melissa'’s office. Come and join the fun!

Great is Thy Faithfulness...

I'm so excited about Senior Adult Sunday cominghigoweekend! The whole month is full of opportasito celebrate
God’s work in the lives of Grandin Court folks. Mght is tempting to skip out on Sundays like &hdshope you will
consider this a time of thanksgiving and praiseddtod who is always faithful throughout our liv€som birth (Baby
Dedications) to adulthood (Dr. Kevin’s and Matt aktlanie’s days) to senior adulthood, God watchesras all and
continues to be present in the living of each day.

One of my favorite experiences has to do with mgn@ma Dial. She was healthy until way up into heeties, but when
life caught up with her, she came to live with ayify. During that time, | was a young married garsbusy with more
than | should have been. One weekend, my parekesl @&3avid and | to stay with Grandma so they catédl away for a
short vacation. We agreed.

Grandma was used to doing so much when she livamtdhat she quickly became bored at our house k8pieasking
for something to do. | had a hard time keeping Ingsy! One afternoon, | had run out of things tewmy her time, so |
asked if she would like to hear me play the pigloe said she would. Soon, | was playing from anhgidnal and
Grandma knew EVERY WORD to EVERY HYMN! Even thshgltouldn’'t remember short term things, like mgnea
she remembered those beloved words that had shiagetlfe and given her the strength and couragenteet the
challenges of living.

That day was far more a blessing for me than ir @mld have been for my Grandma. Ever since, lehaemjoyed
knowing senior Christians, hearing their testimenand seeing the evidence of God’s power in thenies. We have
such a treasure here at Grandin Court!

Jesus sent the disciples out to build the church fsnily. God’s Word speaks so much of being tegetnd needing all
the different kinds of people to make His kingdompmlete. Sharing our lives together is part ofiding that Kingdom. |
hope you will meditate on these things and conveatship this whole month in anticipation of makimgr church family
stronger and closer to one another.

God will be here, will you? — Melissa

MEMORIALS

To the Building Fund in memory of Merle Luck by David & erTopping ...
To the Building Fund in memory of Bill Ezzelle by Da&iBonnie Topping ...
To the Building Fund in memory of Shirley Railey by D& Blonnie Topping ...
To the Building Fund in memory of Merle Luck and Jameg Lidzy Bob & Nancy Trout ...
To the Building Fund in honor of Ralph Barnett by SumzaBarnett ...

To the Building Fund in honor of Bonnie Walker by thecBaary Choir ...

To the Memorial Fund in memory of Charlie Droste byh@dtleinemann ...

To the Building Fund in memory of Charlie Droste by BIMrs. H. M. Price ...
To the Building Fund in memory of Charlie Droste byGued Class ...

To the Building Fund in memory of Charlie Droste byailelly ...

To the Building Fund in memory of Charlie Droste by tyam. Pilson ...

And to the Building Fund in memory of June Reavis by thet&ay Choir.
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